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“Demanding Truth and Accountability” 

In our 88-year history of defending civil liberties, we have never seen our fundamental liberties 

more threatened. To successfully protect our fundamental liberties, the ACLU relies on the support 

of members like you. These are the monumental challenges we are facing in 2008, both in Illinois 

and across the country: 

 

• Challenging Abuse of Power by the Government: No one is above the law, not even the 

President. The ACLU is challenging the Bush administration's illegal spying, which violates the 

Fourth Amendment and other Constitutional  protections guaranteed to every American. 

Without a system of checks and balances, the government can monitor any phone call or e-mail 

they want, and they can collect and disseminate any data they find however they like. Just 

knowing that the government is spying without cause on innocent Americans sends a chilling 

message to all of us that our conversations are not our own. The truth must be aired and our 

leaders held accountable. 

 

• Fairness for Gay and Lesbian Couples and Families: We cannot advance as a society if we 

continue to deny basic fairness to some — simply on the basis of who they love. We are 

organizing in all corners of Illinois to pass the Illinois Religious Freedom Protection and Civil 

Union Act. This landmark legislation would extend state legal protections and responsibilities to 

all committed couples in Illinois. 

 

• Standing Up for Religious Liberty: In 2007, state legislators passed a law that requires all schools 

in Illinois to observe a “moment of silence” at the beginning of the school day. We are working 

to pass legislation to remedy any confusion among students, teachers and parents about the 

implementation of the law. The right to practice religion, or no religion at all, is among the most 

fundamental of the freedoms guaranteed by the Bill of Rights. 

 

• Defending Reproductive Rights: After a disappointing Supreme Court ruling in 2007, 

reproductive rights advocates in Illinois rallied together to guarantee access to reproductive 

health care for current and future generations of women and girls. We are working in coalition 

to pass a comprehensive Freedom of Choice Act which will make Illinois a safe zone for 

reproductive access. 

 

• Eliminating Racial Profiling: Ethnic and racial minority drivers are more likely to be asked for 

consent to search their cars during a routine traffic stop. In Illinois, we are working on a bill to 

ban police from asking seemingly innocent motorists to consent to unnecessary and 

unconstitutional searches. 

 

• Moving a progressive agenda as the nation prepares for a Presidential election: Campaigns are 

in full swing. Our efforts to pass a progressive slate of reform bills are being met with 

resistance. Your membership and activism can help us pass important civil liberties legislation. 

 

This work can’t happen without you. Elected officials, even those with a record of protecting civil 

liberties, need to hear our concerns about important issues, like government spying or fairness for 

all families. Whether or not we get in the door can depend on how many ACLU members live in 

Illinois or in the elected official’s district. 

 



Membership growth across the state continues to convince state legislators from both parties to 

vote to protect civil liberties. This is when your membership makes the difference. 

 

P.S. The time to act is now. Please take this opportunity to directly support our efforts in Illinois and 

fully fund our lobbying and educational work. Please consider providing your e-mail address when 

you join the ACLU. Our e-mail Action Alert system is one of our most effective organizing tools. 

Legislation moves quickly and we often only have days to organize a response. We also invite 

members to statewide events and meetings through our Action Alert list. 
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